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It is hard to think about sustainable consumption and production because it is 

such an enormous topic.  Isnôt most of what we do as human beings somehow 

related to production and consumption? 

Our earliest ancestors were mostly focused on 
ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ Φ IǳƴǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜǊǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
produce their own food ςthough they did have 
to make tools to hunt or catch the animals. 

Once they developed agriculture,  and basic  
consumption needs were fulfilled for large 
numbers, complex civilizations and production 
systems were able to be built.



My own ancestors, including both my parents, grew up in rural farming 

communities that were relatively self-sufficient. People  worked hard to survive, 

used up relatively few natural resources,  and saw little change in lifestyles 

from generation to generation.

People spent their time hunting, fishing and farming, and raising animals for food, labor and 
transportation. They had little leisure time ςchopping trees for heat and cooking, pulling water 
up from dug wells, making their own clothes and furniture. They entertained themselves 
without TV or the Internet. 



Both of my parents came to New York City to seek their fortune at the end 

of the Great Depression ïmy father from Sweden and my mother from the 

state of  Maine in the northeast United States. 

They wanted a different lifestyle ςto be intellectuals, not subsistence 
farmers.  My mother was ambitious and wanted to escape the limitations 
ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǘƻǿƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ 



My brothers and I grew up in Manhattan in a concrete world, without much 

money , but with running water and electricity and our basic needs for food, 

water and shelter met without having to do the subsistence work ourselves.

We worked hard in school, got scholarships and grew up to be 

lawyers and teachers. Our parents were proud to have given us that 

opportunity.  Their American dream was fulfilled.



Meanwhile, the American 

consumer lifestyle blossomed 

during the post-World War II 

economic boom times. 

Great Pacific garbage patch

In just the space of my 

adult life, the goods we 

use and the energy we 

use to produce and 

transport them, and 

ourselves, have created 

an environmental 

nightmare. 



New Yorkers use less energy and have lower CO2 emissions 

than other Americans. 

The NYC subway system was designed and built over 100 
years ago. This drawing is from Scientific American magazine, 
May 25, 1901.

We have a dense housing grid 

and a mass transit system that 

reduces car ownership and 

fuel use. 

But still our overall 

consumption of world 

resources is enormous. 



In 2007, Mayor Bloomberg introduced PlaNYC, an ambitious, 30-year plan 

for the city that included a target of 30% reduction in global warming emissions.



Solar panels and other renewable energy technologies are beginning 

to be used to provide electricity that is produced locally and to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions from power plants.

Stillwell Avenue Terminal above-ground subway train terminal at New York City's Coney  

Island has a solar glass train shed that covers the Platforms. Designed by 

Kiss + Cathcart architects, it is the world's largest  building-integrated photovoltaic 

thin film structure.

http://kisscathcart.com/stillwell/construction.html



City gardens have sprouted up on rooftops and vacant lots. 

http://rooftopfarms.org/
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The city has widely expanded the number of green 

market locations so that more people can buy fresh 
fruits and vegetables from nearby farms.

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/114/275671257_6a411b439d.jpg

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/114/275671257_6a411b439d.jpg


New York City is 

uniquely influential, in 

part because it hosts the 

United Nations. 

If New York City can 

become a showcase for 

sustainable 

development, 

it could potentially help 

spread information and 

examples of effective 

climate action to other 

cities in the US and 

around the world.

http://traceyricksfoster.wordpress.com/2009/03/21/



My own work since the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio has centered around 

promoting sustainable development in New York, and on access to sustainable 

energy in rural areas of developing countries, with an emphasis on 

empowerment of women. 



Women in the poorest countries are the ones who are struggling the 

most under current world conditions, and will suffer the most from 

the growing impacts of climate change.



My work with the ENERGIA network and the UN Development Programme is 

meant to help women in rural areas gain access to energy and technologies  -

for relief from their daily subsistence burdens, and new income opportunities .  

We talk about promoting sustainable livelihoods - but there is a long way to go 

to make that a reality.  And the truth is that the planet canôt support a whole 

world of people living like American consumers.



Global Footprint

www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/world_footprint/



Ecological Creditors and Debtors 

¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ум ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
renewably available within their own borders. These countries rely for their needs on resource surpluses 
concentrated in ecological creditor countries, which use less biocapacitythan they have.By comparison, 
in 1961, the vast majority of countries around the globe had ecological surpluses. Those numbers have 
slowly dwindled; meanwhile, the pressure on the remaining biocapacity reserves continues to grow.

www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/ecological_debtors_and_creditors/

http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/glossary/%23biocapacity


What should a responsible person do now? 

Is it too late to go back to the farm?

Even if it is possible, would that have any impact of global climate change?

Would it help people in other countries?



There are too many of us now ς

and the land and weather are already changing.


